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Today

1. Reiterate PAA and APC support for combined
race/ethnicity question and inclusion of MENA category.

2. Focus on challenges to using revised standards.

3. Address Changes in U.S. White Population, 1960-2019
= Growth in MENA and Eastern European groups
= Decline in western European groups

3. Discuss Implications of changes for OMB revisions
= Comparability of combined question with historical data
= Placement of and terminology for MENA category
= Guidance and prompts for respondents

4. Share Recommendations
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Goals of OMB Standards

Developed in 1977 and revised in 1997 to:

1. Provide consistent data on race and ethnicity
throughout the Federal Government.

2. Ensure comparability of race and ethnicity across
federal data sets.

3. Maximize quality of the data by requiring consistent
methods for maintaining, collecting and representing
data.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I bring these up here because the challenges I’m going to discuss effect all three goals.


Changes in U.S. Racial/ethnic Groups

1. Origins of foreign-born 1960 vs. 2019
= 1960: 85% western European and North American
= 2019: only 10%; Asia (31%) and Latin America (50%)

2. Evidence of diversity within OMB categories

— Hispanic (e.g., Alcantara et al. 2020; Fenelon et al. 2017);

— Asian (e.g., Brown et al. 2016; Cook et al. 2017; Gee & Ponce 2010)

— Black (e.g., Larimore et al. 2020; Hamilton & Green 2017)
— Whites?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2015: 73.1% are white (one race) (https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_15_1YR_DP05&prodType=table)

2015: 77.1% are white alone (https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/table/PST045216/00) 


Evidence on Whites

1. Typically used in the aggregate to measure U.S.
racial/ethnic disparities.

2. Heterogeneity among Whites rarely examined.

Whites defined as:

“...persons who trace their ancestries to any of the original
peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.”

3. 100+ White ancestries in U.S. Census
— 1980: 55% of total U.S. population German, Irish, English

— 2019: dropped to 23%
— Immigration driving force of change



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we have heard from the previous three presentations, there is growing recognition of diversity among other major groups, as studies that disaggregate ethnic subgroups have found considerable variation in the health profiles of groups classified as Hispanic, Asian, and black. For example, drawing on work done by people in this very room, research shows that it is important to disaggregate Asian Americans because this group includes persons of Chinese, Indian, and Filipino descent, which represent 3 distinct regions in Asia.


Origins of Non-Hispanic White Immigrants, 1960-2019
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From census bureau and American community survey data from 1960 to 2019.

White Immigrant Population =  (Europe, Western Asia, Northern Africa, Australia and New Zealand, Northern America)


OMB categories provide critical data on Whites

Current standards (ACS):

What is Person 1’s race?
Mark (X) one or more boxes AND print origins.

White - Print, for example, German, Irish, English,
Italian, Lebanese, Egyptian, etc.

@ What is this person’s ancestry or ethnic origin?

(For example: Italian, Jamaican, African Am.,
Cambodian, Cape Verdean, Norwegian, Dominican,
French Canadian, Haitian, Korean, Lebanese, Polish,
Nigerian, Mexican, Taiwanese, Ukrainian, and so on.)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Characteristics of newer immigrants more diverse; Evidence on 2nd generation Black Americans
Growing evidence on 2nd generation Arab Americans
NHIS (2000-18): by nativity and birth region
ACS (2015-19): by country of origin for MENA 





Current standards capture White diversity

MENA Eastern Europe

« Aden « Oman - Belarus

. Algeria - Palestine - Boznia

 Bahrain * Qatar  Chechoslavakia

. Egypt * Saudi - Hungary

e Iran Arabia « Latavia

. Iraq * Syria « Lithuania

. Jordan * Turkey « Poland

. Kuwait * Tunisia « Romania

* Lebanon » United * Russia

. Libya é:?]i?ates * Ukraine
 Other FSU

* Morocco « Yemen
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Diversity is Consequential

1. Health disparities

= Poorer mental and physical health outcomes for
MENA and eastern European Whites.

2. Poverty rates

= Higher among MENA and eastern European Whites
compared to Whites of western European origin.

3. OMB standards have provided consistent data to
examine trends over time.
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New Combined Question

What is your race or ethnicity?

I What is your race or ethnicity?
Select all that apply AND enter additional details in the spaces below. : ) e o . v o A .
Note, you may report more than ane group Select all that apply AND enter additional details in the spaces below.

1 WHITE — Provide details below.

[ German 1 Irish [ English . N m f }" m I h 1 Groun,
[ italian 1 polish 0 Fregnch # ; Gte; y(}u Gy reﬂg t G e t’ 7 a 7 ane g Oup
Enter, for example, Scottish, Norwegian, Dutch, etc. < : -

) | 1 WHITE — Provide details below.

o HI:;&:::?"(;I: LATINO ~ Provide details below. ] 7
gr\s/‘;::::rjr:neman E ;o:::i:alna E Z::jmbian . a G erm a n D !rlsh m EngHSh
Enter, for D/ I Spaniard,fcuadorian, ete. . ) L N

“ ] E [ italian 1 Polish [ French

Enter, for example, Scottish, Norwegian, Dutch, etc.

Barbadian, etc. 1 3
] : ;

[ Asian Indian

[l BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN — Provid!
[ African American [ Jamaican

O Nigerian [ Ethiopian .
Enter, for example, Ghanaian, So

[ ASIAN - Provide details below.
0 Chinese O Fili

0 vietnamese I Ko {1 Japanese
Enter, for example, Pakis dian, Hmong, etc.

1 AMERICAN INDIAN OR'ALASKA NATIVE — Enter, for example,

Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of Mﬁ)giﬁ EA&TERN C’R Al

Barrow Inupiat Tribal ment, Tlingit, etc.

"H AFRICAN - Provide details below.

Dgf::;:*ﬂw& R~ ot s o _’] J Lebanese O tranian [ Egyptian
N oy Y [ Syrian [0 Moroccan O israeli

AT B SR AR Sk ot e Enter, for example, Algerian, Iragi, Kurdish, etc. - |
e e e { }

1. “White” loses MENA prompts
2. “MENA” listed near bottom
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Inconsistencies are Problematic

o What is Person 1’s race?
Mark (X) one or more boxes AND print origins.
CURRENT

White —Print,_for example (GGerman, Irish, English,
Italian) Lebanese, Egyptian,|etc. 7

What is your race or ethnicity?
Select all that apply AND enter additional details in the spaces below.

C O M B | N E D Note, you may report more than one group.

1 WHITE - Provide details below.

O German [ irish 1 English

{1 italian 1 Polish £1 French
Enter, for exampl‘e, Scottish, Norwegian, Dutch, etc. _J

Comparability compromised:
What about persons of Arab ancestry who identify as white?
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Recommendations

1. Proceed with development of MENA category.

2. Proceed with development of combined race
and ethnicity question.

3. Ensure comparability in group identification.

4. Be consistent in guidance and prompts for
respondents.
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Thank you

Questions?
jennan.read@duke.edu
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